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REPORT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

Pennsylvania  German  Society 

at  ITS 

EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 
HELD  AT  LANCASTER,  PA. 

ON  FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  6,    1908 


'TTHE  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  held  its  regu- 
^  lar  quarterly  meeting  at  the  Wheatland  Hotel,  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  at  8.30  p.m.,  on  Thursday,  November  5,  for 
the  transaction. of  its  business. 


Morning  Session. 

The  eighteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
German  Society  was  held  in  the  Chapel  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  Friday,  November 
6,  1908. 

The  attendance  was  large,  and  those  present  were  placed 
under  many  obligations  to  the  authorities  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College  for  hospitable  courtesies  extended  to 
them   during  the  entire  session.     The  beautiful  grounds 
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and  buildings  of  that  institution  were  inspected  and  greatly 
admired. 

Because  of  a  serious  attack  of  laryngitis  the  president  of 
the  Society,  the  Hon.  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  prevented  from  being  present,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  those  in  attendance. 

In  his  absence  the  Society  was  called  to  order  at  10.00 
a.  m.,  by  James  M.  Lamberton,  Esq.,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
Vice-President,  who  ably  presided  during  its  various  ses- 
sions. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  a  fervent  invocation 
by  the  Rev.  Theo.  E.  Schmauk,  D.D.,  of  Lebanon,  Pa., 
after  which  a  cordial  welcome  was  extended  to  those 
present  by  the  Rev.  John  S.  Stahr,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  president 
of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College. 

Address  of  Welcome. 
Mr.  President: 

On  the  fifteenth  of  April,  1891,  pursuant  to  an  invita- 
tion extended  to  representative  members  of  the  people 
called  the  Pennsylvania  Germans,  there  was  held  in  the 
court  house  in  this  city  a  meeting  which  resulted  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Pennsylvania-German  Society.  The  So- 
ciety had  a  small  beginning;  but  since  the  day  of  its  or- 
ganization it  has  had  a  prosperous  career.  It  has  grown 
in  membership,  it  has  accomplished  a  work  of  which  it 
may  well  be  proud,  and  it  has  won  a  place  and  a  standing 
of  no  mean  significance  among  similar  societies  in  this 
country.  I  deem  it  an  honor,  therefore,  to  be  permitted 
to  welcome  the  Society  again  to  the  city  of  its  birth. 

The  Society  has  done  two  things.  It  has  helped  the 
Pennsylvania  Germans  to  find  themselves.  It  has  de- 
veloped among  them  a  consciousness  of  their  own  worth 


Address  of  Welcome.  7 

and  character.  These  people,  "  so  modest  and  yet  so  full 
of  strength,"  have  learned  to  know  themselves  better 
through  the  activity  of  this  society.  At  the  same  time, 
the  character,  the  worth  and  the  services  of  this  people 
have  been  made  known  to  our  countrymen  at  large,  and 
there  is,  I  am  sure,  today,  because  of  the  activity  of  this 
Society,  a  clearer  knowledge  and  better  appreciation  of 
who  and  what  the  Pennsylvania  Germans  are.  For  this 
reason  I  am  particularly  glad  to  see  the  Society  in  our 
midst  and  to  welcome  its  members  to  Lancaster. 

I  have  said  that  you  have  come  to  the  city  of  your 
birth.  It  was  eminently  proper,  I  think,  that  the  Penn- 
sylvania-German Society  should  be  organized  here.  Lan- 
caster, of  course,  had  from  its  very  beginning  a  quantum 
of  English  blood ;  and  we  would  not  for  a  moment  detract 
one  iota  from  the  merits  of  the  English,  the  Scotch  and 
the  Irish  whose  life  and  activity  are  a  part  of  the  com- 
posite life  of  the  city.  In  its  early  organization,  as  the 
name  of  the  town  and  of  its  principal  streets  indicate,  Lan- 
caster was  exceedingly  loyal  to  "  our  British  Majesties." 
Our  two  principal  business  streets,  crossing  at  right  angles, 
are  King  and  Queen;  and  the  Queen  is  supported  by  a 
Duke  on  one  side  and  a  Prince  on  the  other.  Then  we 
have  a  James  and  an  Ann  and  a  Charlotte,  with  many 
others,  to  remind  us  of  British  memories  and  affiliations. 
But,  granting  all  that,  the  city  as  it  now  is  and  the  magni- 
ficent country  that  lies  around  the  city — no  fairer  to  be 
found  in  all  the  world — is  what  it  is,  mainly  because  of 
the  industry,  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Germans.  We  are  here  in  the  very  midst  of  the  region 
where  the  Pennsylvania  Germans  have  been  at  home  for 
centuries.  I  should  like  the  Society,  there  tore,  to  know- 
that  coming  here  today  you  are  welcome  to  our  hearts  And 
our  homes. 
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You  have,  however,  come  not  to  Lancaster  only,  to  the 
city  and  county  and  community  around  us,  but  you  have 
come  also,  in  a  special  sense,  as  the  guest  of  the  institu- 
tions which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College  and  the  affiliated  institutions,  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  and  Franklin  and  Marshall  Academy. 
And  here  again  there  is  eminent  propriety  in  the  fact  that 
you  are  the  guest  of  these  institutions,  because  they  are 
the  living  exponents  of  what  our  early  German  fathers  en- 
deavored to  establish  and  accomplish  in  this  community. 
I  need  not  remind  you  that  we  are  here  the  heirs  of  a 
culture  represented  by  the  men  who  labored  here  in  the 
early  days  of  Franklin  College,  that  this  is  the  place  where 
Muhlenburg,  as  a  botanist,  accomplished  for  Lancaster 
County  what  Darlington  did  for  Chester  County;  that  here 
Melsheimer,  the  father  of  American  entomology,  did  some 
of  his  classic  work,  while  men  of  refinement  and  culture  in 
the  languages,  science  and  philosophy,  contributed  their 
share  in  the  training  and  education  of  the  young.  On 
the  other  hand  we  have  here  the  fruits  of  work  done,  es- 
pecially for  the  Reformed  Church,  at  Mercersburg  in 
Marshall  College  and  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  we 
point  with  pride  to  the  names  of  Ranch,  Nevin  and  Schaff, 
Harbaugh,  Lligbee,  Gerhart  and  Appel,  as  the  nanus  oi 
men  who  labored  in  this  institution  and  helped  to  advance 
the  cause  of  science  and  philosophy.  The  work  done  here 
and  the  spirit  of  these  institutions  may  also  be  taken  as 
true  exponents  of  Pennsylvania-German  life  and  culture. 

Now,  speaking  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  cit\  of 
Lancaster  and  this  large  Pennsylvania-German  community, 
as  well  as  in  the  name  of  the  institutions  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  I  again  bid  you  welcome,  thrice  wel- 
come, at  this  your  eighteenth  annual  meeting. 
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The  response  to  this  welcome  was  fittingly  made  by  the 
presiding  officer,  James  M.  Lamberton,  Esq.,  first  vice- 
president  and  acting  president: 

Response  to  the  Address  of  Welcome. 

To  the  cordial  words  of  welcome  so  graciously  spoken 
by  Franklin  and  Marshall's  honored  president,  the  Chair- 
man is  not  prepared  fully  and  fittingly  to  reply.  It  cer- 
tainly is  very  appropriate  that  this  Society  should  meet 
again  in  Lancaster  where  not  only  was  it  organized  but 
where  the  first  steps  looking  to  an  organization  were 
taken.  It  is  delightful  to  meet  within  these  classic  shades 
of  old  Franklin  and  Marshall,  and  its  associated  insti- 
tutions, whose  alumni  have  taken  such  a  distinguished  part 
in  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  and  of  the  nation. 

To  the  good  citizens  of  the  City  of  the  Red  Rose,  we 
return  hearty  thanks. 

Despite  the  enforced  absence  of  President  Wanamaker, 
because  of  illness,  the  audience  was  treated,  at  this  period, 
to  what  proved  to  be  a  most  novel  and  interesting  feature 
of  the  session.  The  annual  address  of  the  president,  pre- 
viously transmitted  by  him  to  suitable  cylinders,  was  de- 
livered to  those  present  through  the  instrumentality  of  a 
very  superior  Edison  phonograph  in  a  clear,  distinct  and 
satisfactory  manner,  meeting,  at  its  conclusion,  with  hearty 
and  deserved  applause. 

Introductory  Letter. 
Private  Office,  New  York,  November  5,  '08 
Dear  Officers  and  Brethren 

of  the  Pennsylvania-German  State  Society: 
I  have  great  sorrow  for  my  necessary  absence  from  the 
annual  meeting  in  Lancaster,  owing  to  the  condition  of  m\ 
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health  which  has  forbidden  all  public  service  for  a  month 
past. 

I  have  spoken  my  address  into  the  Edison  phonograph 
and  it  is  at  your  service  and  will  be  at  the  meeting  if  it  is 
your  pleasure  to  hear  me  in  that  way. 

Or  your  good  Treasurer,  Dr.  Sachse,  to  whom  I  have 
sent  a  written  copy,  will  read  it  to  you  for  me,  if  you  elect 
to  have  it  so  and  call  upon  him  to  do  the  reading. 
With  fraternal  greetings  to  all 

Very  truly  yours 

John  Wanamaker, 

President. 
To  H.  M.  M.  Richards,  Esq., 
Secretary. 

President's  Address. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  the  Pennsylvania-German 
Society  feels  at  home  everywhere  throughout  this  great 
commonwealth- — wherever  her  sons  are,  and  where  are 
they  not?  there  is  her  home. 

Lancaster  above  all  other  towns  within  the  borders  of 
Pennsylvania,  has  a  claim  upon  the  Society,  as  within  its 
borders  it  was  born.  Eighteen  years  ago,  on  February 
26,  1 89 1,  sixteen  representative  men  met  in  the  Moravian 
parsonage,  and  concluded  to  issue  a  call  for  a  general  con- 
vention to  be  held  at  Lancaster  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  fol- 
lowing April.  This  meeting  was  held  in  the  court  house 
and  was  called  to  order  by  W.  H.  Egle,  M.D.,  of  Harris- 
burg.  After  the  organization,  Hon.  George  F.  Baer,  of 
Reading,  was  unanimously  chosen  president.  It  is  from 
this  small  beginning  that  the  Society  has  grown  to  be  an 
important  factor,  with  a  membership  of  almost  six  hun- 
dred members,  and  whose  influence  is  felt  in  most  o(  the 
states  of  our  union. 
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It  has  not  been  so  many  years  ago  since  Bancroft,  the 
historian,  said,  speaking  of  the  Pennsylvania  Germans,  that 
"  neither  they  nor  their  descendants  have  laid  claim  to  all 
that  is  their  due."  Now  were  Bancroft  alive  now,  and 
could  see  the  large  volumes  of  critical  history  published 
by  our  Society,  he  would  certainly  give  us  credit  for  what 
the  organization  has  done  and  say  that  we  have  opened 
the  eyes  of  the  world  to  what  is  due  to  the  early  German 
settlers  of  Pennsylvania  and  their  descendants,  and  what 
they  have  accomplished  and  what  great  factors  the  Ger- 
mans were  in  saving  the  provinces  for  the  British,  during 
the  French  and  Indian  wars,  and  later  in  achieving  the  in- 
dependence of  the  colonies,  and  since  that  time  have  always 
been  prominent  in  the  councils  of  state  as  well  as  in  the 
civil,  military  and  religious  affairs  of  our  great  empire. 

This  and  much  more  is  shown  in  the  publications  of  our 
Society.  Eighteen  large  octavo  volumes  replete  with  doc- 
umentary text  and  rare  illustrations,  tell  the  story  of  the 
German  settlers  of  Pennsylvania  and  their  descendants. 
Besides  this  they  contained  more  matter  of  real  historical 
research  and  interest  than  those  published  by  any  of  the 
other  hereditary-patriotic  societies. 

Lancaster  County,  the  birthplace  of  our  Society,  is 
known  as  the  garden  spot  of  Pennsylvania,  and  as  a  strictly 
German  county — and  it  was  within  its  bounds  on  the  banks 
of  the  romantic  Cocalico  where  the  first  sabbath  school  was 
organized  by  that  pious  recluse  Brother  Obed  (Ludwig 
Hocker)  of  the  Ephrata  community,  many  years  before 
Robert  Raikes  thought  of  gathering  the  children  together 
on  the  Lord's  day  for  religious  instruction  at  Gloucester, 
England. 

As  a  previous  president  said,  "  What  a  glorious  heritage 
for  us,  the  descendants  of  German  ancestry,  to  lay  claim 


12  The  Pennsylvania-German  Society. 

to  one  of  our  race  who  raised  so  great  a  harvest  from  the 
little  seed  sown  here  in  such  a  noble  work." 

Among  the  achievements  of  the  early  German  settlers, 
let  us  note  the  first  Bible  in  a  European  tongue,  original 
hymn-books  and  devotional  literature,  too  numerous  to 
enumerate.  Prior  to  the  Revolution,  there  were  more 
printing  presses  operated  by  Pennsylvania  Germans,  and 
more  books  published  than  in  the  whole  of  New  England. 

At  least  one  half  of  the  governors  of  the  commonwealth 
from  the  good  and  honest  Simon  Snyder  to  the  brave  and 
cultured  General  James  Addams  Beaver,  an  honored  mem- 
ber and  ex-president  of  this  Society,  have  come  from  pure 
Pennsylvania-German  stock. 

As  to  the  great  religious  factors  among  the  early  Ger- 
man settlers  in  Pennsylvania  who  have  left  their  indelible 
impress  upon  our  history  and  development,  it  is  but  meet 
to  mention  a  few  names,  such  as  H.  Bernard  Koster,  Hen- 
kel,  the  Miihlenbergs,  father  and  sons,  Count  Zinzendorf, 
Conrad  Beissel,  Michael  Schlatter,  without  detriment  or 
prejudice  to  the  many  other  pious  pioneers  who  ministered 
and  taught  here  during  our  colonial  period. 

"  Hail  future  men  of  Germanopolis,"  wrote  Francis 
Daniel  Pastorius,  the  founder  of  Germantown,  225  years 
ago,  as  Whittier  has  so  beautifully  translated  this  earlier 
pioneer's  Latin  poem: 

Hail  to  posterity; 

Hail  future  men  of  Germanopolis! 
Let  the  young  generations  yet  to  be 

Look  kindly  upon  this. 
Think  how  your  fathers  left  their  native  land — 

Dear  German  land !     O  sacred  hearts  and  homes — 
And  where  the  wild  beast  roams 

In  patience  planned 
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New  forest  homes  beyond  the  mighty  seas, 

There  undisturbed  and  free 
To  live  as  brothers  of  one  family. 

Pastorius  and  his  brave  band  came  to  America  in  re- 
sponse to  William  Penn's  appeal  to  the  people  of  the 
Rhineland  to  settle  on  his  great  crown  tract  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Penn's  mother  was  a  Hollander.  Penn's  faith  was  the 
faith  of  the  Mennonites  of  the  Palatinate.  Penn  and 
Pastorius  were  great  friends.  They  came  to  America 
with  the  same  purpose  in  view — to  found  a  new  home  of 
religious  and  civil  liberty.  Were  they  alive  today  they 
Would  both  rejoice  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  high  ideals. 

A  little  later — in  1709 — came  to  America  those  other 
apostles  of  faith  and  right  living — the  Mennonites  and 
Dunkers,  who  settled  in  Lancaster  County.  Here  they 
found  the  richest  soil  in  America,  and  be  it  said  to  their 
honor  and  to  the  honor  of  their  children  and  their  child- 
ren's children,  that  although  living  off  this  soil  for  two 
hundred  years,  they  can  hand  it  over  to  posterity  any  day, 
a  soil  far  richer  than  they  found  it.  These  religious 
brethren,  by  their  system  of  mixed  farming,  the  rotation 
of  crops,  have  taught  a  lesson  to  the  world  in  production 
and  economy  of  wealth. 

Franklin's  criticism  of  the  early  German  colonists  only 
serves  to  show  that  even  a  great  mind  may  occasionally 
err  in  reading  other  minds.  Franklin  complained  that 
the  early  Germans  would  not  learn  English;  that  they  sent 
home  to  their  fatherland  for  so  many  books.  Yet  it  was 
a  German  who  cast  the  deciding  vote  in  favor  oi  English, 
when  the  question  arose  whether  German  or  English 
should  be  the  official  language  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legis- 
lature.    And  German  books  and  German  literature  have 
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been  welded,  along  with  those  of  other  tongues,  into  the 
great  American  literature  and  learning  of  to-day.  Per- 
haps friend  Benjamin  was  a  little  afraid  of  what  might 
become  of  his  own  printing  business,  and  we  can  excuse  his 
warped  judgment  in   this  one   instance. 

Another  criticism  of  the  German  colonists — we  might 
call  it  another  fear — was  in  the  War  for  Independence. 
Would  the  Germans  be  loyal?  Would  they!  Why,  not- 
withstanding their  aversion  to  war,  it  was  a  German  com- 
pany that  was  the  first  to  reach  General  Washington  after 
his  call  to  arms — and  Baron  Steuben,  you  will  remember, 
the  drillmaster,  was  the  right  hand  of  Washington.  He 
it  was  who  took  the  rough  country  youth  and  hammered 
them  into  an  army.  Christopher  Ludwig — you  cannot 
mistake  the  origin  of  the  name — it  was,  who  was  the  super- 
intendent of  bakeries  of  the  continental  army — Ludwig 
whom  Washington  called  "  my  honest  friend."  And  it 
was  the  German  farmers  of  Lancaster  County  and  other 
German  agricultural  districts  who  raised  the  grain  that 
saved  Washington's  army  from  starvation  at  Valley  Forge. 

But,  I  need  not  tell  you,  what  you  all  know — what  all 
America  knows — how  the  Germans  have  grown  their  very 
lives  into  this  Wonderful  American  nation,  from  the  very 
day  when  the  first  German  to  come  to  America,  Peter  Min- 
newitt,  of  Wesel,  first  set  foot  on  American  soil  in  1626,  to 
the  two  days  before  yesterday,  when  the  great  body  of 
German-Americans  largely  helped  to  save  the  country  from 
the  hands  of  the  theorists,  and  voted  to  send  to  Washing- 
ton a  man  large  enough  in  mind  as  well  as  in  body  to  till 
the  presidential  chair,  which  another  man  who  attends  a 
German  Reformed  Church  at  the  capitol  is  soon  to  vacate 
after  seven  years  of  incessant  honest  endeavor  lor  the  good 
of  his  people. 
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Count  Tolstoi  stopped  at  the  road-side  once  and  asked  a 
farmer  who  was  ploughing:  "  Friend,  what  would  you 
do  to-day  if  you  knew  positively  you  would  die  tomor- 
row?" The  farmer  replied,  "  I  would  keep  on  plough- 
•ng." 

I  would  keep  on  ploughing !  How  inspiring  and  helpful 
those  words !  I  have  always  half  suspected  that  it  was  a 
German  who  uttered  them,  a  German  who  had  slipped  into 
Russia,  for  I  can  almost  hear  the  same  words  falling  from 
the  lips  of  a  German  Mennonite  or  Dunker,  living  along 
the  Conestoga  or  Cocalico — just  as  you  hear  these  words 
from  my  lips  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  away  from  where  I 
actually  am  at  this  very  moment. 

Sincerely  regretting  that  I  cannot  be  with  you  in  person 
at  this  eighteenth  annual  convention  of  the  Pennsylvania- 
German  Society,  I  rejoice  that  I  can  even  speak  to  you 
with  my  own  voice  through  this  wonderful  invention  of 
Mr.  Edison.  And  I  am  sure  that  you  will  be  glad  to 
know  that  Mr.  Edison  had  a  Dutch  father  to  guide  and 
inspire  him. 

Greetings  and  hearty  good  wishes  to  all  our  members 
and  to  our  hospitable  friends  in  Lancaster. 

And  now,  let  me  add  just  this:  The  German  in  Amer- 
ica, as  in  the  fatherland,  stands  preeminently  lor  three 
things:  (1)  Faith  in  God,  (2)  faith  in  the  home,  (3) 
faith  in  education. 

This  is  the  trinity  that  makes  nations  great.  I  need 
not  go  into  details.  The  statement  is  self-evident.  What 
ever  problems  are  before  us  in  America  today,  or  will 
face  us  in  the  future,  must  be  solved  through  the  coopera- 
tion of  these  three  forces:  the  church,  the  home,  the  school. 
These  factors  enter  into  business,  into  the  professions,  into 
our  very  lives. 
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I  hope  before  my  business  days  are  over  to  join  educa- 
tion with  a  man's  day's  work,  thereby  dignifying  both; 
and  to  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  our  people  the  Christian 
principles  of  right  living  and  just  dealing;  cooperating 
with  the  growing  boys  and  girls,  men  and  women  in  my 
business  life,  in  building  and  improving  true  home  life.  I 
am  incorporating  a  university  of  trade  and  applied  com- 
merce, which  will  teach  culture  for  service,  giving  its  stu- 
dents at  the  same  time  a  chance  to  earn  not  only  their  own 
livelihood,  but  to  advance  themselves  in  the  world  by  in- 
creasing their  own  earning  power  through  academic  and 
technical  education.  This  is,  I  believe,  what  Pastorius 
would  do  were  he  here  today,  what  Penn  would  do,  what 
Benjamin  Franklin  did,  and  what  every  true  American, 
whether  German  or  English  will  do  when  he  rightly  under- 
stands humanity. 

My  earnest  wish  is  for  a  most  successful  meeting  of  the 
Pennsylvania-German  Society.  If  I  might  venture  any 
advice,  it  is  this:  Elect  a  president  for  next  year  who  will 
not  have  to  box  up  his  voice  and  send  you  the  poor  substi- 
tute of  a  canned  speech,  which  however  wonderful  scienti- 
fically in  the  transmission,  lacks  the  heart  and  soul  of  the 
personal  presence  oi  the  man  looking  into  your  friendly 
faces. 

The  reports  of  the  officers  followed : 

Secretary's  Report. 
Your  secretary  begs  to  report  that,  during  the  past  year, 
our  Society  has  continued  to  prosper,  although  its  onward 
progress  has  been  of  a  comparatively  uneventful  nature. 
The  executive  committee  has  been  most  faithful  in  the  per- 
formance of  its  duties.  Its  work  is  necessarily  of  a  char- 
acter not  always  apparent  to  the  ordinary  observer. 
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Reprints  of  Vols.  1  and  2  have  been  furnished  sub- 
scribers and  can  now  be  secured  by  others  who  may  desire 
copies.  Vol.  17  has  been  issued  to  such  members  as  are 
entitled  to  receive  it;  we  trust  it  has  met  with  their  ap- 
proval and  that  it  has  been  found  no  less  valuable  than  the 
volumes  preceding  it. 

For  the  past  twelve  months  we  have  added  to  our  roll, 
28  new  members,  and  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose, 
by  death,  13,  many  of  whose  faces  will  be  greatly  missed 
at  our  annual  gatherings.  Our  total  membership  now 
foots  up  474.  H.  M.  M.  Richards. 

Treasurer's  Report. 

Dr. 

November  4,  1907,  cash  in  bank  .  .  .$1,634.74 

Dues  1908,  3821  to  3999 660.00 

Books  sold 500.00 

Interest  life  fund 20.00 

Banquet   acct    270.00 

Certificates    3.00 

Total .$3,087.74 

Cr. 

Cash  as  per  Vouchers $1,7  10.74 

Net  balance    $1,377.00 

November  2,  Dues,  1909,4000-4165       567.00 

Total  Cash $1,944.00 

Cash,  general  fund $1,894.00 

Life  fund  Int 50.00 

E.  &  P.  Bond 500.00 

Bal.  in  Sec'y' s  Hands 28.07 

Grand  total    $2,472.07 

J.  F.  Sac  use, 
Treasurer, 
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The  report  of  the  treasurer  was  referred  to  an  auditing 
committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  E.  \V.  S.  Parthemore, 
George  B.  Kulp  and  Naaman  H.  Keyser,  D.D.S.,  who 
subsequently  reported  that  they  had  duly  audited  the  same 
and  found  it  to  be  correct. 

Election  of  Officers. 
■  The  nomination  and  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  followed,  with  this  result:  President,  Thomas  C.  Zim- 
merman, L.H.D.,  Reading,  Pa.,  Vice  Presidents,  Hon. 
W.  U.  Hensel,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Rev.  P.  C.  Croll,  D.D., 
Lebanon  Pa.,  Treasurer  Julius  F.  Sachse,  Litt.D.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.;  Executive  Committee,  Prof.  Geo.  T.  Et- 
tinger,  Ph.D.,  Allentown,  Pa.,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
Thomas  C.  Zimmerman,  L.H.D.,  elected  President,  Rev. 
Theo.  E.  Schmauk,  D.D.,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Rev.  Nathan  C. 
Schaeffer,  Ph.D.,  D.D.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

The  newly  elected  president  made  the  following  grace- 
ful acknowledgment  of  his  elevation  to  that  office. 

New  President's  Address. 
Fellow  Members  of  the  Pennsylvania-German  Society: 

Gentlemen: — 1  thank  you  for  the  altogether  distin- 
guished honor  you  have  seen  fit  to  confer  upon  me  this 
morning — an  honor  that  carries  with  it  a  coveted  distinc- 
tion in  that  it  places  the  name  of  the  recipient  in  a  notable 
line  of  predecessors,  many  of  whom,  if,  indeed,  not  all 
of  them,  represent  the  best  citizenship  of  the  state. 

As  one  of  the  founders  of  this  society,  having  been 
present  at  the  organization  in  this  city  over  seventeen  years 
ago,  with  a  continuous  membership  ever  since,  and  having 
contributed  to  its  literature,  historic  and  poetic,  whenever 
called  upon  to  do  so,  it  is  but  natural  that  1  should  feel,  as 
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I  do,  an  abiding  interest  in  its  exalted  mission,  its  feeling 
of  ancestral  pride,  and  its  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  blood  of 
the  German-born  pilgrims  from  whom  so  many  of  our  peo- 
ple have  descended. 

The  Fusing  of  the  Races. — In  passing,  it  may  be  well  to 
emphasize  a  well-established  fact  that  "  descent  from  Ger- 
man stock  is  an  honor  of  which  men  can  with  truth  feel 
proud,  no  matter  in  what  portion  of  the  earth  they  live. 
Descent  from  English,  French,  Irish,  Scotch,  Italian  and 
Swede  stock,  when  fused  in  the  crucible  of  American  social 
education  and  political  training,  is  a  condition  from  which 
the  very  best  citizenship  of  the  state  has  arisen,  and  when 
to  this  is  added  the  citizenship  that  sprang  from  the  loins 
of  the  German,  and  it,  too,  Americanized,  we  have  an  ex- 
planation of  what  has  made  Pennsylvania  great  as  a  com- 
monwealth and  the  United  States  magnificent  as  a  nation." 

Historical  societies  of  the  representatives  of  all  these 
races  are  eminently  appropriate  in  Pennsylvania,  each  la- 
boring to  show  how  their  ancestors,  who  first  came  to  our 
shores,  became  Americans — what  they  did  for  America 
and  what  America  has  done  for  them.  It  is  a  showing 
which  can  be  made  in  no  other  land  on  earth,  because  no- 
where on  the  globe  is  there  such  a  fusing  ot  races  as  that 
had  here,  and  therefore  the  unique  character  not  only  of 
each  of  the  states  of  the  union,  but  that  which  will  be 
shown  in  all  the  states  that  will  be  organized  and  attached 
to  the  American  union  in  the  future,  because  this  fusion  of 
all  races  in  the  composition  of  Americans  is  destined  to 
go  on  for  centuries  to  come. 

The  Annual  Meetings. — During  the  years  Immediately 
succeeding  the  birth  of  the  society  in  1S01,  the  annual 
meetings  have  been  held  as  follows:  Counting  this  meet- 
ing, three  times  in  Lancaster,  twice  in  Harrisburg,  twice 
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in  Reading,  twice  in  Lebanon,  three  times  in  Philadelphia, 
thrice  in  Allentown,  and  once  in  each  of  the  following 
places:  Bethlehem,  Easton,  Ephrata  and  York. 

The  membership  has  grown  to  about  500,  the  list  em- 
bracing not  only  members  from  our  own  state,  but  from 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Virginia,  Maryland,  Mis- 
souri, Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Nebraska,  Michigan,  Connecti- 
cut, Colorado  and  Massachusetts,  as  also  from  the  District 
of  Columbia,  Canada  and  the  Philippine  Islands. 

But  the  near  approach  of  the  hour  for  adjournment 
admonishes  me  that  I  must  not,  at  this  time,  indict  any  ex- 
tended remarks  upon  you.  As  wholly  pertinent,  however, 
by  way  of  conclusion,  I  beg  to  submit  the  names  of  those 
who  have  been  elected  presidents  of  the  society  from  its 
organization  until  now.  I  read  from  the  following  list, 
kindly  furnished  by  the  secretary,  which  embraces  not  only 
the  names  of  those  who  were  thus  honored  by  the  society, 
but  the  collegiate  degrees  of  the  several  officers,  as  also 
date  of  election  and  time  of  service  of  each.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

List  of  Presidents. — Hon.  George  F.  Baer,  LL.D., 
chairman,  April  15,   1891. 

William  Henry  Egle,  M.D.,  first  president,  1891-2. 

Henry   L.    Fisher,    1892-3. 

George  Crider  Heckman,  D.D.,  LL.D.,   1893-4. 

Flon.  Samuel  Whitaker  Pennypacker,  LL.D.,  1894-5 
(ex-governor) . 

Frank  Ried  Diffenderffer,  Litt.D.,   1895-6. 

Theodore  Emanuel  Schmauk,   D.D.,    1896-7. 

Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Ph.D.,  D.D.,   1807   &• 

E.  W.  S.  Parthemore,  1898-9. 

F.  J.  F.  Schantz,  D.D.,  1899-1900. 

Prof.  Thomas  Conrad  Porter,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  1900  to 
July  9,  1901    (died). 
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Prof.  Charles  Francis  Himes,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  July  9, 
1 90 1,   to  October,    1901. 

Joseph  Henry  Dubbs,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  1901-2. 

Joseph  A.  Seiss,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  L.H.D.,  1902-3. 

John  S.  Stahr,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  1903-4. 

Hon.  James  Addams  Beaver,  LL.D.,  1904-5  (ex-gov- 
ernor) . 

Hon.  Gustav  Adolph  Endlich,  LL.D.,  1905-6. 

Benjamin  Matthias  Nead,  1906-7. 

Hon.  John  Wanamaker,  1907-8  (ex-postmaster  gen- 
eral). 

Thomas  C.  Zimmerman,  L.H.D.,   1908-9. 

The  Lamented  Dead. — As  will  have  been  observed,  the 
names  of  those  who  have  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond  are: 
Dr.  Egle,  Dr.  Heckman,  Dr.  Schantz,  Dr.  Porter  and  Dr. 
Seiss — all  of  them  illustrious  representative  descendants 
of  a  liberty-loving,  law-abiding,  God-fearing  ancestry,  who 
among  other  noteworthy  achievements,  aided  in  planting 
the  church  and  the  school  house  side  by  side,  in  leveling 
the  forests,  and  in  causing  the  wilderness  to  blossom  as  the 
rose,  and  turning  Lancaster,  Berks,  Lebanon,  Lehigh  and 
all  southeastern  Pennsylvania  into  what  it  is  now,  one  of 
the  fairest  and  most  productive  gardens  in  this  country,  if 
not,  indeed,  in  the  world. 

The  presiding  officer  then  called  upon  Ex-Governor 
Samuel  W.  Pennypacker,  also  an  ex-president  of  the  So- 
ciety, for  some  remarks  which  proved  to  be  of  a  most 
interesting  character.  When  the  familiar  figure  ol  the 
former  executive  arose  he  was  greeted  with  prolonged  ap- 
plause. He  said  that  though  this  call  was  very  sudden 
and  unexpected,  like  a  loyal  Pennsylvania-German  he  felt 
obliged  to  obey,  as  one  of  the  characteristics  of  that  race 
was  obedience   to   authority.       He   expressed   himself    as 
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proud  of  the  German  blood  in  his  veins,  and  thought  that 
every  one  present  should  feel  an  equal  pride  in  that  fact,  as 
the  German  is  the  practical  ruler  of  the  world,  in  proof  of 
which  he  traced  the  exploits  of  the  German  people  from 
the  early  centuries  to  the  present  day,  and  dwelt  at  length 
upon  the  thought  that  the  progress  made  by  Pennsylvania 
was  due  to  her  German  settlers.  By  them  the  principle  of 
religious  liberty  was  first  and  best  expressed,  and  they  were 
largely  instrumental  in  shaping  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

The  topic  for  discussion  on  "  Our  Pennsylvania-German 
Colonial  System  of  Education,"  which  followed,  was  ably 
introduced  by  the  Rev.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Ph.D.,  D.D., 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  discussed 
by  various  members  present. 

The  next  topic  on  "  Recent  Publications  bearing  on  the 
Social  Life  of  the  Pennsylvania-Germans  "  was  treated 
most  entertainingly,  by  the  Rev.  Jos.  H.  Dubbs,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  the  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  and  others.  As  a  se- 
quence to  this  deliberation  came  the  following  resolution 
offered  by  Dr.  S.  P.  Heilman: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  of 
which  committee  the  secretary  of  the  Society  shall  be  the 
chairman,  to  compile  a  bibliography  of  Pennsylvania-Ger- 
man literature  or  literature  pertaining  to  the  Pennsylvania- 
Germans  including  its  various  forms,  prose  and  poetic, 
whether  published  in  books,  pamphlets,  journals,  maga- 
zines, serials  or  newspapers;  whether  the  product  ot  Penn- 
sylvania Germans  or  others;  whether  produced  in  Pennsyl- 
vania or  in  other  states;  whether  descriptive,  historical, 
narrative,  vocabular  or  fictitious  in  kind,  together  with  im- 
prints, if  possible  of  all  publications  listed  by  the  commit- 
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tee,  using  the  Hildeburn  method  of  imprint  notation. 
Said  committee  to  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society,  and  for  the  purpose  of  this  resolution,  and 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  committee,  an  initial  appro- 
priation out  of  the  funds  of  the  Society  of  $25.00  is  here- 
with made  for  the  use  of  the  committee. 

By  direction  of  the  Society  this  resolution  was  referred 
to  the  executive  committee  for  consideration.  It  was 
given  careful  thought  by  this  committee  at  its  January 
meeting,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  scope  of  the  work, 
as  suggested,  was  so  extensive  as  to  make  it  almost  imprac- 
ticable for  the  Society  to  attempt  at  present,  and  it  was 
therefore  deemed  inadvisable  to  make  an  effort  to  carry 
out  the  terms  of  the  resolution. 

Afternoon. 

During  the  afternoon  the  members  and  ladies  were 
shown  through  the  college  grounds  and  buildings,  follow- 
ing which  came  a  most  enjoyable  trolley  ride  around  the 
city  of  Lancaster,  with  its  many  places  of  historic  and 
general  interest. 

Evening. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  from  8.00  to  9.00 
p.  m.,  a  reception  was  held  in  the  parlors  of  the  Wheat- 
land Hotel.  The  banquet,  which  succeeded  the  reception, 
was  most  successful  in  all  respects  and  largely  attended. 
The  Hon.  W.  U.  Hensel  acted  as  toastmaster.  Roth's 
Orchestra  furnished  the  very  acceptable  music,  and  the 
following   gentlemen   responded   to   toasts : 

44  The  Blessed  Memory  of  Henry  Harbaugh,"  who 
gave  to  Pennsylvania-German  Literature  "  a  local  habita- 
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tion  and  a  name,"  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Dubbs;  "  Our  People 
in  Public  Life,"  Hon.  Henry  Houck;  "Time  Honored 
Lancaster,"  Hon.  F.  B.  McClain;  "  Our  Noble  Selves— 
The  Pennsylvania-German  Society,"  Hon.  S.  W.  Penny- 
packer,  LL.D. 
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JOSEPH    ALEXANDER    RICE. 

B.   MARCH  28,   1844;     D.  OCTOBER  8,   1909. 
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Joseph  Alexander  Rice. 

Joseph  Alexander  Rice,  one  of  Bethlehem's  best  known 
citizens  departed  this  life  early  on  the  morning  of  Friday, 
October  8,  1909.  Death  was  due  to  a  complication  of  ail- 
ments. 

He  was  born  March  28,  1844,  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  the 
son  of  James  Alexander  Rice  (March  8,  1814-September 
9,  1850) ,  who  was  son  of  Anna  Salome  Heckewelder  Rice 
(August  13,  1784-January  15,  1857),  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  John  Gottlieb  Ernestus  Heckewelder  (March  12, 
1743-January  31,  1823),  son  of  the  Rev.  David  Heck- 
ewelder, born  in  Moravia  May  25,  171 1,  died  St.  John, 
West  Indies,  September  11,  1760,  came  to  America,  with 
his  son  John,  April  2,  1754.  He  was  son  of  George 
Heckewelder. 

His  mother  was  Josephine  Charlotte  Leibert  (Novem- 
ber 20,  1813-January  30,  1884),  daughter  of  Joseph 
Leibert  (March  15,  17 80 -August  24,  1858),  son  of 
Martin  Leibert  (March  25,  1740-December  19,  1823), 
son  of  Michael  Leibert,  died  September,  1742,  was  born 
in  Germany  and  came  to  America  in  1727. 

Mr.  Rice  came  of  distinguished  ancestry.  The  Rev. 
David  Heckewelder  went  to  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  in  1754, 
served  the  Moravian  Church  at  Gnadenthal,  Friedensthal 
and  Nazareth  from  1754  to  1756,  when  called  to  mission- 
ary work  in  the  Danish  West  Indies,  where  he  died  on  the 
island  of   St.   John    in    1760.      The    Rev.    John    Hecke- 
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welder  was  a  noted  Moravian  missionary  among  the  Amer- 
ican Indians;  author  of  Heckewelder's  "  Indian  Nations  " 
and  other  works;  employed  repeatedly  by  the  U.  S.  gov- 
ernment in  negotiating  treaties  with  Indian  tribes. 

His  maternal  ancestor,  Martin  Nitschmann,  fled  from 
Zauchteathal,  Moravia,  on  account  of  religious  oppres- 
sion, came  to  Herrnthiet,  Saxony,  thence  to  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  where  he  arrived  in  1749.  He  was  sent  to  labor 
among  the  Indians  at  Gnadenhuetten,  on  the  Mahoning — 
now  Lehighton,  Pa.,  on  the  Lehigh  River — and  was  the 
first  victim  there  in  the  terrible  and  pathetic  massacre  of 
November  24,  1755,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  French  and 
Indian  War  in  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Rice  was  educated  in  the  Moravian  Parochial 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1859.  Immediately 
after  he  connected  himself  with  the  general  mercantile 
store  of  Grider  &  Lerch,  on  Main  btreet,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
When,  later,  this  concern  became  John  Lerch  &  Co.,  he 
was  one  of  the  firm  and  so  remained  until  the  business  was 
terminated  as  the  Lerch  &  Rice  Co.  in    1907. 

Throughout  his  business  life  he  was  largely  interested  in 
the  furtherance  of  municipal  betterments,  and  was  also 
actively  identified  with  the  work  of  the  Moravian  congre- 
gation and  with  the  administration  of  the  Northern  Prov- 
ince of  the  Moravian  church.  The  successful  prosecution 
of  the  project  to  erect  a  new  building  for  the  Moravian 
College  and  Theological  Seminary  was  due,  in  a  large 
measure,  to  his  untiring  persistence,  and,  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  was  still  the  secretary  of  its  Board  of  Trus- 
tees. He  was  also  an  active  member  of  the  Board  of 
Church  extension  of  the  Northern  Province;  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Sacristans  of  the  Moravian  church  for  fully 
thirty  years  and  its  secretary  when  he  retired  in    1 907; 
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president  of  the  Church  Council  from  1899  until  his  de- 
cease; a  member  of  the  Moravian  School  Board  for  many 
years,  and,  upon  the  death  of  Bishop  J.  M.  Levering, 
he  succeeded  him  as  president  of  the  Moravian  Historical 
Society. 

Mr.  Rice  was  vice-president  of  the  Moravian  Aid  So- 
ciety for  many  years;  a  member  of  the  historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  elected  to  membership  in  the 
Pennsylvania-German  Society  on  July  20,    1894. 

In  1867  ne  was  married  to  Mary  C.  Rondthaler,  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  Rondthaler,  who  died  in  1884.  In  1887 
he  was  married  to  Emma  J.  Rondthaler,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Ambrose  Rondthaler,  who  survives  him.  He  is 
also  survived  by  four  children,  Robert  H.  and  Isabel,  of 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  and  Louise  and  Owen  R.,  at  home. 

H.  M.  M.  R. 
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Rev.  J.  Darmstaetter. 

Rev.  J.  Darmstaetter  was  born  March  27,  1863,  the  son 
of  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Darmstaetter  (July  28,  1831-Decem- 
ber  23,  1899)  and  Anna  Mary  Darmstaetter  (b.  Septem- 
ber 14,  1832).  His  father  came  to  this  country,  from 
Germany  in  1848,  and  his  mother  in  1853. 

Mr.  Darmstaetter  was  a  graduate  of  the  Columbia, 
Pa.,  High  School,  where  his  parents  resided,  and  of  the 
Lutheran  College  at  Springfield,  111.  Later,  he  gradu- 
ated at  the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  of  Mt.  Airy, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  at 
Allentown,  Pa.,  in  1885. 

In  addition  to  assisting  his  father  for  a  year  at  St. 
Paul's  Lutheran  Church,  Columbia,  Pa.,  he  served  as  pas- 
tor of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Lock  Haven  for  six  years. 
For  the  next  six  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Paradise 
Church  at  York,  Pa.,  and  pastor  of  the  Rohrerstown  and 
Chestnut  Hill  churches  for  the  following  six  years.  Sub- 
sequently he  went  to  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  became  pro- 
visional pastor  of  St.  Mark's  Lutheran  Church,  on  Frei- 
berg Street,  of  St.  James'  Church,  Lititz,  and  of  St.  Paul's 
mission  at  Dillerville.  Owing  to  his  impaired  health  for 
the  latter  year  and  a  half  of  his  life  he  served  no  regular 
charge  but  acted  as  conference  supply  for  his  district.  He 
was  instrumental  in  organizing  several  flourishing  mission 
congregations  during  his  ministry,  and  also  built  three 
churches. 
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Being  a  fine  German  scholar  he  acted  as  instructor  of 
German  in  the  Lancaster  High  School  from  1901  to  1904 
and  served  as  principal  of  the  Mulberry  Street  School. 
He  was  frequently  called  upon  to  act  as  interpreter  in 
legal  matters. 

While  pastor  at  Lock  Haven  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Elizabeth  Fabel,  who  survives  him,  as  does  also 
his  mother  and  two  sons,  Adolph  C.  and  Hugo  J.  Darm- 
staetter. 

He  became  an  associate  member  of  the  Pennsylvania- 
German  Society  on  May  6,  1908,  and  was  actively  inter- 
ested in  its  work.  He  was  also  an  active  member  of  the 
Lancaster  County  Historical  Society. 

His  decease  occurred,  after  a  lingering  illness,  at  1.00 
p.  m.  on  Friday,  July  2,    1909. 

H.  M.  M.  R. 
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Addison  Graham  Marr. 

Addison  Graham  Marr  was  born  at  Lewisburg,  Pa., 
on  January  24,  1844,  the  son  of  Phineas  Barber  Marr  and 
wife,  nee  Mary  Graham,  who  was  b.  September  24,  18 14, 
d.  November  21,  1890,  dau.  of  Maria  Spyker,  b.  July 
5,  1786,  d.  March  18,  1868  (m.  Alexander  Graham), 
dau.  of  Anna  Maria  Weiser,  b.  April  1,  1754,  d.  October 
11,  1829  (m.  John  Henry  Spyker),  dau.  of  John  Weiser, 
b.  1726,  m.  January  29,  1749,  Maria  Margaretta  Bat- 
dorf,  son  of  Christopher  Frederick  Weiser  (brother  of 
Colonel  Conrad  Weiser) ,  son  of  John  Conrad  Weiser, 
b.  1660,  d.  1746,  m.  Anna  Magdalena  Uebele,  emigrated 
to  New  York  Province  in  1709,  son  of  Jacob  Weiser,  b. 
ab.  1625,  son  of  Jacob  Weiser,  b.  ab.  1590. 

Mr.  Marr  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  Lewisburg  pre- 
paring for  college  at  Bucknell  Academy.  He  entered 
Princeton  University  in  1862,  graduating  from  same  in 
1866.  While  there  he  was  honored  as  class  orator  dur- 
ing his  junior  and  senior  years,  and  was  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Cliosophic  Society. 

He  entered  the  law  office  of  John  Blair  Linn  at  Lewis- 
burg, and,  when  admitted  to  the  Northumberland  county 
bar,  in  1867,  went  to  Shamokin,  Pa.,  to  practice  his  pro- 
fession, in  which  city  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed. 

During  his  career  in  Shamokin  he  became  widely  known 
and  highly  esteemed  among  all  classes.  He  had  few  peers 
as  an  orator  and  after  dinner  speaker.  He  was  also  a 
classical  scholar  of  rare  attainments  and  always  a  student 
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not  only  of  English  but  was  often  found  by  his  friends 
perusing  Latin  and  Greek  books.  For  some  years  he  was 
actively  identified  with  the  banking  business,  but,  during  his 
later  life,  confined  his  attention  to  his  profession,  the  law. 

At,  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Marr  was  a  vestryman 
of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  a  director  and  counsellor  of 
the  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Shamokin,  and 
solicitor  of  the  Guarantee  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Com- 
pany of  the  same  city. 

His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  who  knew  his  intellectual  power,  his  social  cheer- 
fulness and  his  charitable  helpfulness.  In  him  the  poor 
have  lost  a  friend  whose  unassuming  acts  of  charity  were 
concealed  from  the  public  but  known  to  God  and  the  re- 
cipients. 

On  January  24,  1871,  he  married  Miss  Winifred  Sher- 
iff, of  Danville,  Pa.,  who  passed  away  December  19,  1902. 
They  are  survived  by  two  sons,  William  Price  Marr,  b. 
1 87 1,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Wisconsin  Engine 
Company,  Racine,  Wis.,  and  Addison  Graham  Marr,  b. 
1877,  architect. 

Mr.  Marr's  decease  occurred  at  7.30  p.  m.,  on  Sunday, 
July  4,  1909,  from  heart  trouble.  He  was  elected  to 
membership  in  the  Pennsylvania-German  Society  on  July 
19,  1904. 

H.  M.  M.  R. 
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Oliver  Christian  Burkett. 

Oliver  Christian  Burkert  was  born  June  24,  1859,  at 
Minersville,  Schuylkill  County,  Pennsylvania. 

His  father  was  Thomas  Burkert,  born  March  29,  1820, 
died  March  8,  1872;  son  of  Solomon  Burkert,  born 
September  11,  1793,  died  May  9,  1849;  son  °f  Christian 
Burkert,  born  November  3,  175 1 ,  died  June  12,  1840; 
son  of  Henry  Burkert. 

His  mother  was  Mary  Koch,  born  June  22,  1822,  died 
June  10,  1903;  daughter  of  Isaac  Koch,  born  December 
2,  1799,  died  December  2,  1882;  son  of  Peter  Koch, 
born  September  1,   1772,  died  February  18,   1830. 

Of  the  foregoing,  Christian  Burkert  was  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army  under  Washington,  serving  in  the  capacity 
of  ensign.  Record  is  made  of  the  fact  that  on  Christmas 
eve,  1777,  he  walked  all  the  way  from  Valley  Forge  to 
Reading  without  shoes  on  his  feet. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Minersville,  Hazleton  and  Mt.  Carmel. 
Early  in  life  he  as  employed  about  the  mines,  but  later 
entered  the  general  store  of  his  brother-in-law,  John  Wier, 
as  clerk.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Wier  he  became  man- 
ager of  the  store  for  his  sister  and  continued  in  that 
capacity  until  within  a  short  time  of  his  death. 

In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  was  a  member  and  Past 
Master  of  Shamokin  Lodge  255  F.  and  A.  M.  at  Sha- 
mokin,  Pa.      He  was  also  a  Knight  Templar,  Past  High 
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Priest  in  chapter.  He  also  held  membership  in  the  Sha- 
mokin  Lodge  of  Elks  and  was  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Liberty  Hose  Company  of  Shamokin,  Pa. 

He  was  a  consistent  and  respected  member  of  St.  John's 
Reformed  Church. 

Though  his  educational  advantages  were  limited  Mr. 
Burkert  was  a  man  of  culture  and  true  refinement.  By 
nature  and  reading  he  became  very  responsive  to  the 
beautiful,  true  and  good,  in  nature,  art  and  literature. 
He  was  widely  read  in  historical  subjects  having  specially 
interested  himself  in  the  romantic  and  biographical  phases 
of  our  American  history.  He  was  domestic  in  his  habits 
and,  though  never  married,  was  fond  of  refined  society 
and  moved  with  ease  among  the  most  highly  cultured. 

His  decease  occurred  on  Sunday  morning,  October  29, 
1908,  while  watching  a  conflagration  which  was  raging 
at  the  time.  The  cause  of  his  death  was  heart  disease. 
His  remains  were  taken  to  Reading  where,  with  the  rites 
of  his  church,  and  those  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  they 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  plot  in  the  Charles  Evans 
Cemetery. 

Mr.  Burkert  became  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
German  Society  on  July  14,  1903. 

C.  B.  S. 
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Charles  Allen  Fon  Dersmith. 

Charles  Allen  Fon  Dersmith  was  born  July  24,  1846, 
in  Lancaster,  Pa.  He  was  son  of  Henry  Clay  Fon 
Dersmith  (April  3,  1820-April  8,  1 87 1 ) ,  who  was  son 
of  George  Fon  Dersmith  (December  14,  1780-November 
21,  1834),  who  was  son  of  John  Valentine  Fon  Dersmith 
(1746-1821),  who  was  son  of  Ludwig  Wilhelm  von  der- 
smith (February  14,  17 14-1786) ,  who  was  son  of  Johann 
Phillip  von  dersmith.  Ludwig  Wilhelm  von  dersmith 
came  to  Pennsylvania  from  Plungstadt,  near  Hesse  Darm- 
stadt, in  1749. 

His  mother  was  Anna  Maria  Burg  (April  23,  1820- 
March  23,  1887),  who  was  daughter  of  Jacob  Burg 
(March  6,  1790-August  3,  1822). 

Mr.  Fon  Dersmith  was  one  of  Lancaster's  most  pro- 
gressive men,  who  gave  freely  of  his  time  and  energy  in 
all  movements  of  advantage  to  it.  He  was  looked  upon 
as  a  safe  adviser  in  business  and  financial  matters,  and 
his  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.  In  social  life  he  was 
a  most  delightful  companion,  having  the  happy  faculty 
of  making  and  keeping  friends.  He  will  be  sorely  missed 
in  the  places  that  once  knew  him  so  well. 

"  When  he  was  nine  years  old  his  parents  moved  to 
Columbia,  where  he  attended  school  and  obtained  some 
commercial  knowledge  in  his  father's  dry  goods  store. 
At  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years  he  responded  to  the 
country's  call  for  volunteers,  the  Civil  War  having  broken 
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out,  and  he  came  out  of  the  service  a  Sergeant  of  Co.  E, 
195th  P.  V.  I.  He  became  a  messenger  boy  in  the  Colum- 
bia National  Bank,  and  two  years  later  became  a  regular 
clerk,  and,  later,  was  made  receiving  teller.  In  those  days 
the  visitation  of  railroad  pay  cars  had  not  materialized, 
and  the  employes  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company 
were  paid  by  the  banks  along  its  lines.  It  often  fell  to  the 
lot  of  young  Fon  Dersmith  to  pay  the  monthly  wages  to 
the  construction  gangs  between  Columbia  and  Philadel- 
phia, and  he  performed  the  work  with  credit. 

"  In  February,  1869,  Mr.  Fon  Dersmith  was  offered, 
and  accepted,  a  position  in  the  Farmers'  National  Bank, 
Lancaster,  combining  the  duties  of  discount  clerk  and  re- 
ceiving teller.  He  remained  with  this  institution  until 
March,  1882,  when  he  became  cashier  of  the  Fulton 
National  Bank,  lately  organized.  In  December,  1886, 
Mr.  Fon  Dersmith  returned  to  the  Farmers'  Bank  as 
cashier,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since,  though  it  is  now 
the  Farmers'  Trust  Company.  His  training  as  a  financier 
was  most  thorough,  and  he  had  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  our  city's  ablest  banking  officials. 

u  He  was  one  of  the  city's  foremost  men  in  everything 
that  related  to  its  interests.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
invest  in  the  city's  first  electric  light  company.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  ITamilton  Watch  Company, 
and  from  1883  to  1899  was  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
Eden  paper  mill.  For  years  he  was  a  Director  of  the 
Marietta  Turnpike  Company.  He  was  largely  interested 
in  organizing  the  Lancaster  Board  of  Trade,  and  for 
two  years  served  as  its  President.  Lie  was  always  fore- 
most in  every  good  and  laudable  work,  both  time  and 
money  having  been  freely  given  when  circumstances  called 
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for  them.  None  of  our  citizens  has  ever  acquitted  him- 
self of  the  trusts  imposed  better  than  Mr.  Fon  Dersmith. 

"  Mr.  Fon  Dersmith  never  sought  public  office.  In 
religious  matters  he  was  a  devoted  Lutheran,  a  member  of 
Trinity  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  vestryman 
and  elder.  He  was  a  Trustee  of  Muhlenberg  College, 
one  of  the  prominent  educational  institutions  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  Among  other  positions  of  honored  trust 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  attached 
to  the  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
Trustee  of  the  Ann  C.  Witmer  Home,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  In 
Masonic  circles  he  was  a  member  of  Columbia  Lodge,  F. 
and  A.  M.;  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.;  Thrice  Illus- 
trious Master  of  Goodwin  Council,  Royal  Select  Master 
Masons,  and  Past  Commander  of  Lancaster  Commandery, 
No.  13,  Knights  Templar. 

"  Mr.  Fon  Dersmith  has  been  one  of  the  heartiest 
supporters  of  and  workers  for  the  Lancaster  General 
Hospital,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders,  in  1893. 
He  has  ever  since  been  very  closely  identified  with  it,  and 
had  been  its  Treasurer  since  its  organization,  as  well  as 
being  a  Director.  Nothing  afforded  the  deceased  more 
pride  and  pleasure  than  the  knowledge  of  what  he  had 
done  for  this  admirable  institution. 

"  The  deceased  was  married  in  1877  to  Miss  Annie 
Downing  Truscott,  of  Columbia,  who  survives.  Mr. 
Fon  Dersmith  was  a  brother  of  Alpheus  Fon  Dersmith, 
of  Columbia;  Lucius  K.,  bank  cashier,  of  Wrightsville, 
Pa.;  G.  Luther,  proprietor  of  Fon  Dersmith's  book  store, 
Lancaster;  Frank  B.,  with  Louis  Weber  &  Son,  Lancaster 
jewelers,  and  Eva,  wife  of  Dr.  I.  C.  Gable,  of  York." 
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Some  thirteen  weeks  prior  to  his  decease  he  suffered 
a  paralytic  stroke  which  affected  his  entire  left  side.  From 
that  time  he  gradually  sank  away  until  death  resulted, 
from  a  steady  weakening  of  the  system,  at  4.00  A.  M. 
on  Monday,  April  12,  1909. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania-German 
Society  on  July  15,   1902. 

H.  M.  M.  R. 
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Jacob  H.  Redsecker,  Ph.M. 

Jacob  H.  Redsecker,  Ph.M.,  was  born  at  Elizabeth- 
town,  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  on  February  15,  1839. 
He  was  son  of  Jacob  Redsecker,  who  was  son  of  George 
Ricksecker,  born  May  22,  1735,  and  Anna  M.  A'ndrecken, 
born  1739. 

His  early  years  were  spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Mount 
Joy  and  Elizabethtown,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  day,  later  perfecting  his  professional  educa- 
tion as  a  pharmacist  by  special  studies. 

Coming  to  Lebanon  in  September,  1857,  he  entered  the 
drug  store  of  his  cousin,  the  late  Dr.  George  Ross,  where, 
by  fidelity  and  zeal  in  business,  he  was  rapidly  attaining 
a  membership  in  the  firm  in  1873,  and  being  its  senior 
member  and  manager  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  when 
his  partner  was  Dr.  George  R.  Ross,  a  son  of  Dr.  George 
Ross,  and  the  firm  operated  under  the  title  of  Dr.  George 
Ross  &  Co. 

From  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Ph.M.  He  was  much  interested  in 
this  institution,  and  offered  annually  the  John  M.  Maisch 
prize,  of  twenty  dollars  in  gold,  for  excellence  in  certain 
studies,  in  memory  of  that  professor  to  whom  he  was 
much  attached.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  in  which  he  held  various 
positions  of  trust,  also  a  member  of  the  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 
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Dr.  Redsecker  was  one  of  the  most  progressive  citizens 
of  Lebanon  and  was  identified  with  all  movements  look- 
ing towards  its  advancement.  He  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers and  a  member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Chautauqua  at  Mt.  Gretna,  where  his  sum- 
mer cottage  was  the  rendezvous  of  many  choice  spirits  of 
a  literary  and  historical  bent  of  mind.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  directors  of  the  Cornwall  and  Lebanon  Railroad, 
and,  for  a  time,  served  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
old  Dime  Savings  Bank.  For  eleven  or  twelve  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  association  which  held  fairs  at  Mt. 
Gretna.  He  was  also  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Fidelity  Building  and  Loan  Association  and  continuously 
its  treasurer  and  a  member  of  its  board  of  directors. 

His  church  affiliation  was  with  the  Church  of  God. 
He  was  a  member  and  Secretary  of  its  Board  of  Publica- 
tion, Editor  of  its  Sunday  School  Gem,  managing  editor 
of  its  Workman  and  Sunday  School  Quarterly.  When 
that  denomination  was  still  strong  at  Annville  he  con- 
ducted a  Sunday  School  there.  In  later  years  he  con- 
nected himself  with  the  Reformed  Church,  his  own  de- 
nomination not  being  represented  in  Lebanon. 

Dr.  Redsecker  was  greatly  interested  in  literary  work 
and  historical  research.  He  was  the  author  of  "  Across 
the  Continent,"  a  series  of  sketches  of  a  trip  to  California 
in  1849,  an<3»  in  August,  1887,  published  for  private  cir- 
culation his  "  Lebanon,  Past  and  Present,  with  other 
Rhymes  and  Jingles."  He  was  a  prominent  and  active 
member  of  the  Lebanon  County  Historical  Society,  for 
which  he  wrote  the  following  papers: 

October  19,  1900,  "  Some  Doctors  of  the  Olden  Time." 

December  29,  1904,  "  Simeon  Guilford — Civil  Engi- 
neer and  Iron  Master." 
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June  16,  1905,  "  The  Women's  Aid  Society  of  Lebanon 
County  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion." 

December  29,  1905,  "  Colonel  Joseph  Wood — A  Bio- 
graphical Sketch." 

When  the  Pennsylvania-German  Society  was  organized, 
in  April,  1 89 1,  he  became  one  of  its  original  members. 
He  was  elected  a  Vice-President  at  the  meeting  of  October 
12,  1892,  held  in  Lebanon,  and,  some  three  years  ago, 
was  tendered  the  presidency  which  the  condition  of  his 
health  prevented  him  from  accepting. 

In  patriotism  and  patriotic  services  he  was  by  no  means 
lacking.  During  the  Civil  War  he  twice  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  first  in  1862,  then  in  1863  as  a 
member  of  Co^  E,  26th  Emergency  Regiment,  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  with  which  he  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg.  Having  been  captured  by  Early's  cavalry 
he  was  marched  past  the  door  of  his  father's  home,  then 
located  in  the  Cumberland  Valley,  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
but  was  later  paroled  and  sent  to  the  parole  camp  at  West 
Chester,  Pa.  He  was,  for  years,  a  member  of  Sedgwick 
Post,  No.  42,  G.  A.  R. 

Dr.  Redsecker  was  always  interested  in  the  betterment 
and  purity  of  civic  affairs  but  never  desired  and  never  held 
any  public  office. 

Some  three  years  ago  his  health  began  to  fail.  During 
the  spring  of  1908  his  entire  side  was  seriously  paralyzed, 
after  which  he  gradually  sank  away  until  a  final  stroke  of 
apoplexy  caused  his  death  at  1.30  P.  M.  on  Tuesday, 
April  20,  1909. 

He  was  survived  by  a  brother,  A.  R.  Redsecker,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Greenawalt,  of  the 
same  city. 

H.  M.  M.  R. 
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